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Welcome to our quarterly newsletter keeping you up-to-date with the British White
Cattle Society news, industry news, upcoming events, articles of relevance to beef
cattle breeding, and our “In the Herd" segment introducing you to our members, and
much more,

Society News Round-up

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - 2025
BWCSA AGM AT TAREE, NSW

Mark your calendar for the next BWCSA Annual
General Meeting and an action-packed day of
shared learning on the Sunday. Assist this flood
ravaged area to get back on track!

Makayla, Megan and Scott Saunders will host
the 2025 Annual General Meeting on Saturday 18
October 2025 in the Taree area of NSW. Further
details on venue, accommodation options and
entertainment to follow.




Don't rush off after the meeting because there's
an exciting array of activities planned for Sunday
19th October. Inspect the magnificent herd
Makayla has assembled and bred, meet her
“British White cattle show team”, take part in a
halter training, showing and judging workshop led
by Makayla, and learn how to do your own blood
testing for pregnancy and karyotype testing led
by Lindsay Murray.

Looking forward to seeing you therel.

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY AND SECURITY
ADVOCACY

In recent editions we have highlighted the
growing challenge to food sovereignty and
security arising from increasingly diminished
access to abattoirs for small scale producers.
This is of particular relevance to the Society as
British White cattle are eminently suited to the
smaller scale paddock to plate demographic.

It is especially close to home for two of our
members, Larder Mouse Farm and Brooklands
Freerange Farms, who operate successful
paddock to plate operations in Victoria
showcasing British White beef. So, it was no
surprise that Lucy Olson, who is also President of
the Woodend branch of CWA Victoria Inc., saw an
opportunity to harness the power of the Country
Women's Association in Victoria to call for change.
This is an extract of Lucy's presentation to the
state conference at Shepparton in June where the
motion received overwhelming support.

Small-scale livestock farmers in Australia are
facing mounting pressure as abattoirs across the
country increasingly foreclose access to their
services as they vertically integrate and/or are
bought up by large multinationals. Six abattoirs
nationally closed their doors to small volume kills
from smaller producers in the last four months of
2024 alone, including Hardwicks in Central VIC.

The recent report from the Inquiry into Securing
the Victorian Food Supply identified this issue
as a mounting barrier to food security in Victoria.
The Parliamentary Inquiry made the following
recommendation to address this issue:

Recommendation 27: That Agriculture Victoria
work with the Victorian Farmers Federation,
PrimeSafe and commercial abattoirs to negotiate
small livestock producers' ongoing access to
kill facilities in the short-to-medium term. The
Victorian Government amend the Meat Industry
Act 1993 (Vic) to specifically provide for and
define micro-abattoirs and the Victorian Planning
Provisions to introduce micro-abattoirs (including
mobile micro-abattoirs) as a Section 1 use in the
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Farming Zone, Rural Activity Zone, Green Wedge
Zone and the Green Wedge A Zone. The Victorian
Government support small scale livestock
producers to establish micro-abattoirs (including
mobile micro-abattoirs) in communities which
can demonstrate a need for this critical shared
agricultural infrastructure.

Small-scale farming is fundamental to the
maintenance of country life across Victoria. The
State is renowned for the production of high-
quality food.

The abattoir closures lead to a decrease in animal
welfare as stock are transported longer distances
for slaughter, processed through higher stress
environments and mixed with livestock from other
properties with differing management practices.

The lack of competition and alternative options
leads to higher processing and transportation
costs, the impact of which is causing many small
businesses to close. These businesses cannot
utilise on-farm slaughter processes, or those
systems used for game meat, due to the current
Victorian legislation.

Many of these small-scale livestock businesses
are female run in a vastly male dominated

industry. The loss of these small-scale livestock
farms will impact food security in regional areas
and the livelihoods of hundreds of rural families.



Most of us in this room today will know a
business, family member or friend who would
be impacted by this reduction in service. Be
that through a direct impact to their business or
through an inability to continue to purchase the
high quality, locally produced food they have in
the past.

With farmers doing it tough in times of drought
every penny counts and a reduction in red tape
to facilitate alternative slaughter options would
be a great step in the right direction to support

these businesses and our food security across

the state of Victoria. Therefore, | urge you all to

support a motion “that the Country Women's

Association of Victoria Inc. calls upon the Victorian
State Government to urgently legislate to ensure

that small livestock producers in Victoria have
ongoing access to kill facilities, specifically by
removing barriers to allow for mobile and micro-
abattoirs to offer services to these producers.”

Well done, Lucy. This is not just an issue in
Victoria. Abattoir closures or restrictive service
limitations have occurred in Western Australia
and New South Wales and will likely continue
as industry consolidation and concentration
continues. The Australian Food Sovereignty
Alliance is doing a lot of work in this space and
has more information on this and other issues
facing smaller producers.

BW BULL REGISTRATION CHANGE
REMINDER

A key selling point for British White cattle is that
they are naturally polled. In line with Council's
focus on reviewing the breed standard and
ensuring British White cattle continue to meet
their target market expectations, Council
determined at its March 2025 meeting that the
Regulations be amended to require that any
applications for registrations for bulls received
by the Society on and from 1 July 2025, must be
supported by DNA testing proving the animal to

be homozygous polled. These tests are available

as part of the Neogen BW Bundle.

CATTLE TRANSPORTER
RECOMMENDATIONS

Scotty's Livestock Transport. Image supplied

You asked and we're delivering. We are putting
the finishing touches to a list of recommended
livestock transporters. The list will be available
under the resources section of the website and
a link to it will be included on the For Sale page.
These are carriers our members have used and
have reported positive experiences with. The list
is not long as responses from members have
been limited, so if you have a recommendation,
we'd love to hear from you.



In the News

Here's a snap shot of industry headlines making news relevant to members and

producers generally.

DROUGHTS AND FLOODING RAINS

With major parts of Queensland and New South
Wales experiencing flooding, while parts of
southern NSW, Victorian, South Australia and
Western Australia are experiencing the worst
drought on record, farmers are once again being
tested in the extreme.

Agistment and hay is becoming increasingly
scarce or unaffordable, trucking in water is time
consuming and costly, and transport costs are
rising in line with increased fuel and regulatory
costs. Many cattle producers are facing the
difficult and often soul-destroying decision to
substantially downsize or totally disperse their
herds. Generations of careful breeding and
genetic selection weighed up against mounting
costs and desperation.

Saleyards in Victoria and NSW have seen record
numbers of cattle sold off with many destined for

northern NS\W and southern Queensland markets.

Over 20,000 head of cattle were sold out of south
west Victoria in the one week during May. With
properties beginning to dry out sufficiently to
muster and load stock, saleyards in the NSW mid
north coast and Hunter region are also seeing
sharp rises following flooding in the regions.

As custodians of rare breed genetics, British
White breeders face another dimension when
considering forced herd downsizing. Selling stud
stock to saleyards is a last resort lest the genetics
and scarce overall Australian herd numbers be
irretrievably compromised.

So, if you're in the fortunate position to be able to
increase your herd size, or you are thinking about
establishing a beef cattle stud take a look at the

British White breed and cattle available for sale on

the BWCSA website. You can also read all about
how desirable and versatile the breed is via first
hand testimonials in our past newsletters.

Read about how this affected a large-scale

farming enterprise in our feature article this month

on Dulla Dulla Pastoral Company.

MICROBES & SUSTAINABILITY

Microbes, specifically soil microbes are vital to
soil health and pasture and therefore beef cattle
productivity. A June report on ABC Landline
outlined how microbes boosting soil health and
pasture production could be a cheaper, more
sustainable alternative to nitrogen fertilisers.

There are millions of microbes in 1 gram of soil
but generally only a few are vital to soil health.
Unlocking the potential of these microbes could
reduce reliance on synthetic, typically urea-
based, fertilisers reducing costs, improving
production margins and importantly improving
environmental outcomes. Reducing urea usage
reduces the carbon footprint as less nitrogen is
lost to the atmosphere.

Similarly biological additives can also be used to
assist rumen efficiency particularly as pastures dry
off and lignify.

Applying biology over chemistry is not news to
regenerative farmers but mainstream adoption of
microbes is gaining in popularity as greenhouse
gas abatement measures become enmeshed
across the industry.



Feature Article

A HERITAGE HERD REDISCOVERED

The country along the Macquarie River between
Dubbo and Narromine is so rich that riverfront
cattle growers such as Andrew and Kerrie Martin
of Dulla Dulla Pastoral Company usually don't
have to do much to finish their animals before
sending them to market. In poorer weather, they
might add some barley or cotton seed to their
usual lucerne or sileage - making them “fat and
shiny” - but generally the land has provided.

That changed in 2019, when a three-year drought
brought many farmers in Central West NSW to
their knees.

Luckily, the Martins had farmed the site since
1885, and Andrew understood that diversity was
crucial to survival: Dulla Dulla grows wheat, oats,
faba beans, lucerne, chickpeas, canola, pigeon
peas and cotton on a rotational basis as well as
running self-shedding meat sheep, meat goats
and beef cattle, including British Whites.

The mix won Andrew the Australian Farmer of the
Year Award for Diversity in 2019, and was a key
element in ensuring the concern would live to
farm another day.

Nevertheless, the Martins were forced to sell all
Dulla Dulla's meat sheep, including breeders, and
like everyone else, had to significantly reduce
cattle numbers to survive. From a combined

herd of 300 or so, most of their Black Angus and
French Limousin went to market. But they were

Dulla Dulla Pastoral Herd. Photo supplied

reluctant to part with their British Whites - a
decision that was based on practicalities as much
as sentiment: “Our British White cattle do so much
better than other European breeds in Australia,’
Kerrie says. “They are white with black points,
which means when other darker coloured breeds
are under trees trying to get away from the heat
and flies, the British White are still out grazing.
Their white coats and black points protect them
from our harsh summers.

“They also forage better than other breeds. They
will graze where other cattle don't and eat a wider
variety of forage. And they have a good dairy
history; their milk harkens back to their dairy days.
It's richer and more prolific than other breeds, so
their calves do better’”

The unfussy foraging was important during the
drought, when finding hay supplies became
almost impossible. Kerrie kept the British Whites
going by hunting out feed spots, including along
the roadside. But it was still touch and go: stock
numbers were pared back to a minimum and if an
animal was not true to type, or didn't meet all their
selection criteria, it had to go.

Things returned to some kind of normality by
2023 and now Kerrie can now see the gift in the
measures the drought forced them to take: “It was
a blessing in a way," she says. “The farm got down
to its best breeders.” They now have two separate
British White herds of around 41 cows and heifers,



with at least another 36 or so calves on the way,
which will take their numbers to about 80 animals.
The two herds run with unrelated bulls, Mac Liam
Jax and Gowan Lea Clancy, purchased from Sindy
& Greg Wilson of Mac Liam stud in Tumbarumba.
Kerrie says their herd would rival any of the
animals that British White breeders proudly
photograph and post on social media.

The British Whites were the legacy of Andrew's
Auntie Meg, who had acquired them about four
decades previously in a dispersal sale. “Meg bred
winning Corriedale Sheep as well as some mixed
breed cattle, and also used to buy weaner steers
from nearby dairies to continue to feed and fatten
up for sale” Kerrie says. “Sometime during the
1980s, Meg became interested in British White
cattle as they seemed to be good all-rounders,
in that they could be used for meat as well as
milk. Dulla Dulla used to employ more than 20
people then, so they needed their own supply of
meat, milk and eggs.”

Meg started small, with 20-30 animals and the
family became so attached to them that Andrew's
father, David, now 90, became very protective

of them during the drought sell-off: “You're not
going to get rid of the British Whites are you?" he
would ask his son anxiously.

There's a real sense of legacy at Dulla Dulla;

a deep respect for the past. “Many traditions
remain," Kerrie says, “such as keeping operational
the very first tractors ever bought, and morning
tea for all family and staff at 10am each weekday.

‘Keeping the British Whites, because Meg loved
them so, is part of that - a lifestyle, love of the
land kind of thing", she says.

They call the British Whites their “heritage herd",
but the loyalty to the breed also has its very
practical side. Aunt Meg wanted them for their
positive qualities: seeing them as good mothers,
with good milk, and an easy-going nature,
qualities that are still important for Kerrie.

“They graze better and provide better milk, and in
my opinion, the meat tastes better," she says.

Kerrie is in the process of trawling through the
many boxes of old farm records to see if they can
identify when Meg bought the cattle, and where
from.

She has spent the past seven years selectively
breeding the British \Whites to achieve traits

as “true to type" as possible. “We are looking
for good tempered, good mothering and good
grazing diversity.”

Assisted by the British White Cattle Society of
Australia, the Martins are looking at registering
their herd and are investigating its history, “going
back to the first bull’, to ascertain if any of the
animals have the bloodlines that would qualify
them for entry into the Australian Herd Book and
at what grade”. Adding their herd to the book
would help give “this amazing breed a little more
notoriety”, and significantly boost the Australian
herd size Kerrie says, and help to get the
message out about their advantages over other
breeds.

Their reasons are twofold: to continue to foster
Auntie Meg's legacy and to support the British
White breed in Australia.

There is also the commercial angle: the Martins
intend to continue to increase their herd size “in
the hope that one day we will achieve the same
(or better) price per kilo as we do for our Angus

cattle’, Kerrie says.

“Today's consumer is looking for a quality, well-
cared for product that they know and can trust
the source, and that is what we aim to achieve
Kerrie says.

‘It would be terrific if one day British White or BW
Burger rolled off the tongue as easily as
Angus burger'”



In the Herd

Welcome to “In the Herd" our quarterly spotlight on individual members and their

British White Cattle journeys.

Commercial viability is the number one priority for
any farmer, which is why the owners of PanTerra
Park at Moruya on the rolling hills of NSW's

far south coast, did their homework - and the
necessary groundwork - before buying a herd of
British Whites in August 2022.

Vanessa and James Findlay bought their 210-acre
farm four-and-a-half years ago - and immediately
set about restoring land that had gone
unmanaged for more than a decade, focusing on
getting their pastures back on track.

“We spent the first 18 months developing a farm
plan, doing soils tests, fixing fences, addressing
the weed problem, putting in necessary
infrastructure and protecting and replanting the
watercourses and sensitive areas,” says Vanessa.
Both scientists by training, the couple added
lime and calcium to unblock nutrients in the
soil, fenced dams, installed a reticulated trough
system and developed a paddock rotation plan.

They applied a similar rigour to their selection of
a breed: "Anything we embarked upon had to be
effective and efficient in the long-term,” Vanessa
says.

TWIN GOALS: HIGH-QUALITY PRODUCE AND LOCAL MARKET APPEAL

SR

PanTerra Park British White Herd. Photo supplied

“British Whites ticked nearly every box on our
farm business plan, including being good ‘do'ers’
on rough pasture, having a good temperament,
being good milk producers and mums to grow
strong calves, and, importantly, having high
quality meat”

The difference between cuts from British White
cattle and other breeds is clear to the eye,
Vanessa says. ‘It's something to do with the more
even distribution of muscle and fat, which gives
a good texture and makes for a succulent and
tender product’”

The prioritising of quality tied in with their other
key objective of responding to the requirements
of the local market.

“It's a region where consumers are passionate
about buying local," Vanessa says. “There's great
support for the variety of high-quality goods
available and we are hoping in the not-too-distant
future to begin supplying local restaurants.”

Also appealing to the Findlay's was that British
Whites are an ancient breed. "We have received
great feedback on the fact they are a heritage



breed. People are really interested in the ‘really
pretty white cattle with teddy bear ears’ they see
driving past our farm.”

The current herd was purchased after extensive
research — and the couple had the good fortune
of being able to acquire one whole herd intact.

“The cows were in calf to an Angus bull so our
first calves were Fis. Our British White bull, bred
by Rod Cameron of Darnum Park stud, arrived
in early 2023 and our first purebred British White
calves were born that spring.”

They currently have 40 British Whites — 16 cows,
two bulls and the rest are retained calves from
2023/24.

The ethos of the farm is founded upon
regenerative practices - "high diversity and
always adding things, rather than taking away",
Vanessa says. Half of PanTerra Park is retained as
native forest; they are small egg producers, have
an apiary and a market garden and breed Wiltipoll
sheep - a wool-shedding breed renowned for
their high lambing percentages and maternal
instincts.

The Wiltipolls are also useful for weed
management - an aspect of the grazing rotation
that has worked very well so far. “Overall, our

farm plan is built around high diversification to
make the most of the pasture, forests and soil
types we have on our property,” Vanessa says. For
instance, they oversow rather than plough, to best
complement the soil and pasture types across
the farm.

The PanTerra Park herd has lived up to British
Whites' reputation as good do'ers. “In particular
they seem to hold their condition very well during
calving and early lactation. We've had cows and
first calf heifers this year that haven't lost a single
kilo during this time," she says.

‘And they have had very few health problems,
including virtually no lameness, despite some
terribly long periods of waterlogged paddocks”

In finishing their 2024 calves, the Findlay's

tried a new approach, starting supplementary
creep feeding at the four-month mark. An area
containing extra feed - the ‘calfeteria’ - is set up
which only calves can access through a slotted
gate. “The calves worked it out super quickly
and have thrived," Vanessa says. “Weaning was a
breeze with no health or productivity setbacks.”

British Whites are renowned for their easy-going
temperament, and the Findlays share a deep
commitment to their animals’ quality of life. They
spend hours every day with the herd, which helps
to make the calves comfortable and confident

when being handled. Managing them in the yards
is a less stressful experience for them as a result,
she says.

Looking forward, the couple are still settling

in their systems and processes for herd
management but are taking a keen interest

in productivity tracking and confirmation
assessment with a view to ensuring they are
continually improving the quality of the animals
they breed.

The British White Cattle Society has been a very
good source of information for PanTerra Park,
Vanessa says, and a “great support in sorting out
the genetics of our herd".

“It's really important that a breed like the British
White, which is not that well known, has a
coordinated group assisting its development and
progress.

“British Whites have so many good attributes to
sell. We are getting great reactions to the story
of them being close descendants of ancient

indigenous cattle and their resultant hardiness.

“We also get comments on their stockiness.
Interestingly, a few Angus producers in our area
have recently introduced British White bulls
into their herds to ‘diversify their markets with

a different product' There may be a marketing
opportunity for F1s, highlighting the value the
breed can create in these operations”

The Findlays' commitment to quality produce is
shown by the success of their apiary - something
they didn't predict. Vanessa says their honey took
out not only Best Eucalyptus Honey, but Best
Liquid Honey, Honey Supreme Champion and
Best Exhibit in Show at this year's Sydney Royal
National Honey Show.

“We knew our native forest would be a great
resource and this year our bees rewarded us.
\We'd love to repeat that success with our British
Whites someday,” she says.



Events

ABRI ONLINE EVENT - USING
BREEDPLAN INFORMATION IN
ANIMAL SELECTION 22 JULY 2025

A free one-hour webinar which outlines how
BREEDPLAN information can be utilised,
alongside visual assessment, in animal selection.
Suitable for both commercial and seedstock
producers, this webinar will cover how to interpret
BREEDPLAN EBVs and Selection Indexes, a guide
to using these in your animal selection decisions,
and how to search the online database to create a
shortlist of animals with suitable genetics for your
operation ahead of sale day.

AGQUIP 19-21 AUGUST 2025

AgQuip, held annually over 3 days is Australia’s
largest premier primary industry field day

and plays a vital role in showcasing and
demonstrating a vast range of new products
and services, highlighting new technology
and innovation and providing information to
professionals on the land.

AgQuip attracts quality exhibitors and targets
farmers through significant and effective
marketing strategies. AgQuip is committed
to both the rural community and the primary
industry.

The AgQuip event is held at a purpose-built site
8kms west of Gunnedah in NSW and attracts over
50,000 visitors over its 3 days.

BRISBANE EKKA ROYAL
QUEENSLAND SHOW- g- 17 AUGUST
2025

MLA BREEDING EDGE - SPRINGSURE
QLD 9-11 SEPTEMBER 2025

Breeding EDGE is a three-day workshop
designed to assist producers improve and
refine their breeder herd management and
genetic improvement plans using genetic and
reproductive knowledge and technologies, to
achieve desired production targets.

18 OCTOBER 2025 - SOCIETY ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Makayla, Megan and Scott Saunders will host
the 2025 Annual General Meeting on Saturday 18
October 2025 in the Taree area of NSW. Further
details on venue, accommodation options and
entertainment to follow.

Don't rush off after the meeting because there's
an exciting array of activities planned for Sunday
19th October. Inspect the magnificent herd
Makayla has assembled and bred, meet her
“‘British White cattle show team”, take part in a
halter training, showing and judging workshop led
by Makayla, and learn how to do your own blood
testing for preg testing and karyotype testing led
by Lindsay Murray.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Coming up in our next Issue - September 2025

Understanding EBVs
Our mystery In the Herd guest

Much more!

Share the news!

We'd love to hear what you think should be shared in our monthly newsletter!

Send ideas and links to stories to us at news@britishwhitecattleaustralia.com.au



