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Vale Hill herd. Photo by Chris Malden.

Welcome to our quarterly newsletter keeping you up-to-date with the British White
Cattle Society news, industry news, upcoming events, articles of relevance to beef
cattle breeding, and our “In the Herd" segment introducing you to our members, and

much more.

Society News Round-up

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - 2025
BWCSA AGM AT TAREE, NSW

Mark your calendar for the next BWCSA Annual
General Meeting and an action-packed day of
shared learning on the Sunday. Assist this flood
ravaged area to get back on track!

Makayla, Megan and Scott Saunders will host the
2025 Annual General Meeting on Saturday 18"
October 2025 at Harrington, near Taree NSW.

Don't rush off after the meeting because there's
an exciting array of activities planned for Sunday

—
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19" October. Inspect the magnificent herd
Makayla has assembled and bred, meet her
“‘British White cattle show team”, take part in a
halter training, showing and judging.

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

This last quarter we welcomed three new Full
Members:

CLINTON LEAHY - CHARLTON PARK STUD.

Clinton runs Charlton Park Beef, running around
50 head at his 120-acre farm at Coolagalite in

the Bega valley of NSW. He runs a commercial
herd of Simmental cattle which he mostly sells as
weaners. He also has a Mandalong Special stud
and became interested in British Whites through
the connection to Mandalong Specials and
through family friends who ran Tokaze Stud.

DULLA DULLA PASTORAL COMPANY -
DULLA DULLA STUD

Andrew & Kerrie Martin featured in our June
quarter newsletter. They have since joined the
Society. We are working with the Martin's to have
their currently unregistered herd of British White
cattle registered in the Australian herd book.

CINDY KIRBY - MEDHAN STUD

Cindy Kirby hails from Springsure in Queensland
where, together with her husband and his family,
she runs around 3000 Brahman breeders and
crosses across landholdings totalling around
17,700 ha. They started with pure Brahmans and
now cross to Blonde D'’Aquitanes then join the
first cross progeny back to Brahmans. They mate
the heifers from 12 months to Belmont Reds for
calving ease.

Cindy has had a “hobby" of breeding Highland
cattle at the family property with husband
Clive. She also raises all poddys from the
holdings. After deciding the Highlands were
unsuited to the climate, she cast around for
another breed which would be suited to cross
over the Brahmans and selected British Whites.

BRITISH WHITE BREEDERS
IN THE NEWS

Northern Rivers members, Dierdre Mikkelson
(Mikkelbrae), Lindsay Murray (Dingo), Chris
Malden and Wayne Cross (Vale Hill Farm and
Stonehaven) were featured in, and scored the
cover of, the September issue of The Bangalow
Herald. This has proven to great coverage for the
breed and has already led to some local enquiries
about the breed and membership.

The Bangalow Herald has kindly given permission
for the article to be reprinted in our newsletter.
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Cover of The Bangalow Herald .
Dierdre Mikkelson with her British White Steers

Chris Malden with British White calf
As featured in the article

You can also access the article and the Bangalow
Herald



CATTLE AND A RARE BREED
OF FARMER

Building a thriving future for a rare and ancient
breed of cattle is the passionate concern of a
small group of Australian farmers - the most
active of whom are to be found in the countryside
around Bangalow, reports Digby Hildreth

The name of the breed, British Whites, contains
two fundamental strands of their story: a
Northern Hemisphere heritage, and white hair,
which makes them very well suited to the harsh
Australian climate. Currently there are about 800
British White stud cattle registered across the
country and the breed remains on the Rare Breed
Trust ‘At Risk’ list in Australia.

Heritage is the key word: British Whites are one

of the oldest breeds of cattle native to the United
Kingdom, meaning they have a broader range of
genetic characteristics than most of the varieties

commonly farmed in Australia. As a consequence,

they are robust and resilient, non-selective
grazers that produce marbled beef on pasture
alone. They were traditionally a dual-purpose
breed, good for both milk and beef, and high-
quality milk means healthy, well grown calves.

There are about 55 farmers registered in Australia
to help to conserve them. They range from
devoted stud breeders to hobbyists, and their
enchantment with the breed is remarkable.

Among them is director and company secretary
of the British White Cattle Society of Australia,
Dierdre Mikkelson. Following a successful
corporate career and early retirement, Dierdre's
youthful hankering for a career in agriculture
was re-ignited when she and her husband Earle
bought a small block 10 years ago at Eltham. Her
new life as a farmer launched her onto a steep
learning curve: animal husbandry, breeding,
pasture development, soil science, biology,
botany, entomology and chemistry.

Wanting to put their small land to meaningful
use, Dierdre set her sights on establishing a

stud herd of heritage cattle to be raised within a
regenerative farming model. British Whites' rarity,
attractive appearance and docile temperament
were the deciding factors for her when choosing
the breed. “They are the most amazingly calm,
lovely cattle and yes, we get emotionally
attached to them," she says.

She admits that as a hobby farmer she is “by
no means a proper farmer” and hates it when
she has to part with an animal. She is, however,
hard-nosed when it comes to breeding quality
stud stock and promoting British Whites as a
viable commercial breed - most likely in niche

markets such as paddock to plate, regenerative
and hobby farms, or bulls for northern Australian
breeding programs.

Dierdre's introduction to British Whites was
through Society president Lindsay Murray, of
Dingo Lane Farms, and she bought her “first three
girls” from him - Josie, Carmen and Ettie.

Farming got real when the three were old enough
to join" with a bull and nine months later she

and Earle had their first experience of calving,

it was challenging, as she failed to heed the

vet's warning to not let the heifers get too fat.
Even tougher land care lessons followed, with
additional acreage the couple bought near
Lismore going under water in the 2022 floods,
and twice after, resulting in water-logged soil,
followed by pasture dieback at their Eltham
property. The experience strengthened Dierdre's
interest in regenerative agriculture - with its
focus on soil health, energy and water cycles and
species diversity.

“The more | learn about commercial agriculture,
the more it worries me," she says . “The genetic
concentration in crops and livestock brings a
massive risk. Nature thrives on diversity.”

A side-effect of “retiring” early was the desire to
keep her brain active, and, although she loves
being out on the land, she admits to a need for
people - through various volunteer activities

and, for three years now, part-time work at the
Bangalow Post Office. ‘I need interaction with
others," she says. “It's a small community, and |
can get to know people. It's a terrific place to work
and so different from my old corporate life’

The land - and community - are also in Lindsay
Murray's blood. He grew up on a mixed farming
operation in the Riverina, but left home at 17 to
study medicine, which he practised full time until
recently in senior roles at Lismore Base Hospital.
His childhood experience made farming “very
attractive” he says, “but we were also very aware
of how destructive agriculture was becoming in
the 60s and 70s" and he dreamt of doing things
differently.

In 2010, he bought 130 acres in Myocum. Cleared
for dairy 100 years before, and neglected for

the previous half a century, it was infested with
lantana, camphor laurel and privet. Lindsay says
he says he knew that he couldn't restore it all

to original forest in his lifetime, and also that he
wanted to produce food in a sustainable way, so
he and his partner developed a plan that would
see 15% of the farm restored to native rainforest,
with the remainder allocated to grazing cattle to
produce beef within a regenerative system. "And



British Whites ticked all the boxes," he says.

Lindsay now runs about 55 to 60 stud breeding
cows and grows out their offspring for sale as
breeding animals or for slaughter. A similar
number of steers brings the total herd up to
120. The purchase of a neighbouring farm took
the farm to 100 hectares, 20-25% of it under
environmental restoration.

A key role of the Society is to maintain a herd
book of pedigreed animals. It's a meaningful
responsibility. “In the last 70 or 80 years there's
been highly selective breeding to meet criteria
set by industrial farming, and the genetics of
certain breeds have narrowed," Lindsay says.
"However, the genetics required now may not be
those we need in 50 years, or even sooner. It may
be that having a cattle breed that can do quite
well purely on grass and produce quality food
with minimal inputs is exactly what we need in
the future. And if we lose those genetics, we can't
really recreate them.”

Maintaining these rare breed genetics is a
primary concern of the Society's treasurer, Wayne
Cross, and his partner and former treasurer Chris
Malden, who together work across 120 acres

at Vale Hill Farm at Knockrow, primarily a stud
operation, with 40 breeders and a dozen bulls.

They came to the Northern Rivers six years

from Victoria, where they ran British Whites and
Hampshire Down sheep. They also owned a
hotel and restaurant, where their produce was

on the menu - a real hands-on paddock to plate
operation. Once here they cleared the land of
camphor laurel and other weeds, replaced all the
fencing, installed new irrigation and concentrated
on pasture improvement, including planting
about 20 acres of rye grass to keep weeds down.
They have also worked with Bangalow Koalas to
plant thousands of trees along their boundaries.

Their aim is to spread the British White breed
around the country, and they have been selling
their females and quality bulls to new and
established British White studs for many years.

Farming is more challenging in the Northern
Rivers than in Victoria, Wayne says, what with
a greater incidence of diseases, ticks and flies,
more noxious weeds, the rain, and tropical,
grasses with their undesirable high moisture
content.

But the challenges are worth it and Wayne and
Chris say they still prefer to farm up here, “it's
nice to have green grass all year round.”

They add that they have met so many lovely
people her too, both within the dedicated British
White community and outside it. Considering

Bangalow's commitment to heritage values and
the regions support for farmers markets, humane
farm practices and regenerative agriculture, it's
only natural that they and their fellow visionary
caretakers of the land - and the rare breed they
champion- would be warmly welcomed.

CATTLE TRANSPORTER
RECOMMENDATIONS

You asked and we delivered. Our list of
recommended livestock transporters is now live
on our website. Go to the Rescources section on
our website and scroll down to see a list.

These are carriers our members have used and
have reported positive experiences with. If you
have a recommendation, we'd love to hear from
you.

ABRI BREED LOGIC GO LIVE

ABRI has been working on a new system to
replace their outdated ILR system. The new
system will provide a Registry Portal (allowing
members or breed societies to process their
own registrations and transfers) and new online
database search functionality.

Since April 2025 Manager of Member Services,
Lucy Olson has been working with a dedicated
team from ABRI, testing the online database
search function and carrying out data cleansing.
ABRI expects the new system to go live in
October. From what we've seen the new search
function is a vast improvement on the existing
one. It allows enhanced filtering of data, provides
key details for each animal on one page and
offers greater security of data.

Full details will be provided to members ahead of
the switch over including user guides. We expect
to be able to provide a full demonstration at the
upcoming Annual General Meeting in October.



In the News

Here's a snap shot of industry headlines making news relevant to members and

producers generally.

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY WIN
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In recent editions we have highlighted the
growing challenge to food sovereignty and
security arising from increasingly diminished
access to abattoirs for small scale producers.
This is of particular relevance to the Society as
British White cattle are eminently suited to the
smaller scale paddock to plate demographic. But
there has been a small win.

Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance's recent
national survey found that 80% of respondents
have lost or are about to lose access to their
nearest service kill abattoir. This threatens the
viability of direct-to-community meat sales

and the sovereignty of small-scale producers.

It is especially close to home for our members,
Larder Mouse Farm, Strathbogie pastured meats
and Brooklands Free-range Farms, who operate
successful paddock to plate operations in Victoria
showcasing British White beef.

Following concerted advocacy by organisations
such as Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance
there has been a substantial win in Victoria, with
the Victorian Government's July 2025 reform
removing the requirement for a planning permit
for on-farm micro-abattoirs. The ASFA reports
“this reform supports localised meat processing
while maintaining rigorous environmental, food
safety, and animal welfare standards, and we are
endeavouring to ensure it contributes to further
reform across all states and territories”.

ASFA has produced a two-part report which “first
surveys the problem and advocates for state-
based reforms, and then provides technical

guidance on how to collectivise to build a micro-
abattoir” It includes:

Step-by-step practical guidance on micro-
abattoir construction, licensing, and site
selection;

Governance models for community or co-
operative builds;

Funding pathways (grants, debt, shared
equity, and community-supported models);

Risk management strategies and lessons
learned from micro abattoir projects”

The power of industry working together to
achieve positive outcomes!

WHAT MAKES A CHAMPION STEER

Showing cattle is a terrific way for a breed to
gain notoriety and possible interest from those
thinking of entering the industry or those already
in the industry looking for a change.

With industry focus on the commercial viability
of breeds ultimately meaning cattle sent for
slaughter deliver a carcase that meets end
market specifications, the led steer competition is
hotly contested a local and Royals shows alike.

The MLA Feedback Magazine Winter 2025
contains an article on “what makes a champion
steer?”

The article highlights that judges are looking for
the “right balance of fat cover and muscularity
to deliver a really high-yielding carcase that
meets the specifications for the class” adding
that producers breeding steers for the carcase
competitions, will focus on producing heavier
muscled animals with the ability to lay down the
correct amount of fat but that ultimately it comes
down to understanding the requirements of the
market you're targeting and breeding to meet
those demands.

Worth a read if you are considering entering
carcase competitions!

Find the article on www.integritysystems.com.au
in the About > News, section back in March this
year.



Feature Article

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
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In an era defined by climate change,

food insecurity, and environmental

degradation, regenerative agriculture has
emerged as a hopeful and transformative
approach to farming. Unlike conventional
agriculture, which often damages and depletes
the soil and relies heavily on synthetic/
chemical inputs, regenerative agriculture seeks
to restore and enhance the health of ecosystems

using nature's own systems while producing food.

While challenges remain, the growing
momentum behind this movement signals a
critical shift toward more regenerative, resilient,
and responsible agriculture.

What Is Regenerative Agriculture?

Regenerative agriculture is a holistic land
management practice. Its goal is not just to
maintain the current state of the land but

to improve it by focusing on soil regeneration and
growth, water retention, harvesting the energy
cycle, biodiversity, and carbon sequestration.
Regenerative agriculture aims to create healthy
resilient farms that benefit both people and the
planet.

Unlike organic farming which is generally
regulated and carries formal certification, there
is no single official definition of regenerative
agriculture. It is essentially a “movement” driven

HEALING THE SOIL, FEEDING THE FUTURE

by certain key principles:

Building nutrient-rich deep topsoils with
plentiful organic matter

Improving water cycles
Enhancing biodiversity

Integrating animals into farming systems in
managed ways

Reducing or eliminating synthetic inputs

Under the umbrella term regenerative agriculture,
you will find organised philosophies such as
holistic management, syntropic agriculture, agro
forestry, permaculture and organic farming to
name a few.

Core Practices of Regenerative Agriculture

The following core principles are regarded as
fundamental to soil health:

1. LIMIT DISTURBANCE

Minimising soil disturbance helps maintain soil
structure and microbial life, both critical for
long-term fertility. Limiting mechanical (tillage)
and chemical (synthetic fertilisers, herbicides,
pesticides and fungicides) disturbance of the soil
to preserve the structure of the soil to enhance
natural biological processes, reduce risk of
erosion and enhance water infiltration.



2. SOIL COVER

Bare soil is at risk of water and wind erosion,
moisture evaporation, nutrient deficiency and
colonisation of undesirable plants aka weeds. Soil
cover in the way of healthy plants helps feed the
soil and provides habitat for soil microorganisms
and macro-organisms above ground.

3. INCORPORATING MULTI SPECIES
COVER CROPS

An often-key feature of regenerative agriculture
is growing cover crops. In particular multiple
species of plants from different families at the
same time and particularly during off-seasons
when perennial grasses (or crops) are dormant.

Benefits of multi-species cover crops include:

building resilience to pests and disease
through attracting beneficial insects and
having healthy plants

protecting and building soil through
improving water infiltration, improving soil

structure including by addressing compaction,

maximising photosynthesis

improving nutrient cycling through microbial
nitrogen fixation, building mycorrhizal fungal
connections and offering a wider access to
nutrients

supressing weeds,

providing feed buffers for livestock during the
non-growing season.

4. INCORPORATING ORGANIC AMEND-
MENTS RATHER THAN SYNTHETIC

Composting and use of organic amendments
such as animal manure returns nutrients to the
soil and reduces reliance on chemical inputs.

Unlike synthetic fertilisers, which can deplete soil
and cause pollution, organic matter enriches the
soil's biological complexity, builds its structure,
and provides a slow, steady release of nutrients
that benefit the entire soil ecosystem. This is why
incorporating managed grazing of ruminants is a
core part of regenerative pasture operations.

5. ENSURING DIVERSITY

Diversity enhances ecosystems by building
resilience, symbiosis and longevity.

Incorporating multiple plant species into

pasture systems builds a healthy environment
where each can play their part in balancing the
ecosystem and maintaining soil health. Variable
root structures (shallow, deep, tap, fibrous) and
plant nutrient demands and exchange build soil
health. Incorporating forbs, grasses and legumes

into pastures or rotating crops are key features.

Incorporating diverse animal species offers many
of the same benefits as each takes from and
returns different benefits to the ecosystem and
ensures resilience.

6. AGROFORESTRY AND PERENNIAL
PLANTING

Integrating trees and perennial plants into farms
increases biodiversity, provides shade, and
supports pollinators.

7. MANAGED GRAZING

Incorporating livestock into farms provides a
range of benefits provided they are managed
appropriately.

Grazing of plants by livestock stimulates plants

to pump more carbon into the soil (carbon
sequestration) and hence provides a positive
impact on climate change. However, a key feature
of regenerative grazing is incorporation of time
managed grazing so as to allow plants to recover
between grazing.

8. CONTEXT SPECIFIC

A key reason why regenerative agriculture has
not been standardised the way the organic
movement has is that the emphasis is about an
individual practitioner determining their specific
unique context and goals taking into account
their specific soil and landscape ecosystem's
complexities.

9. LIMITING SYNTHETIC
AMENDMENTS/SPAYS

Typically, regenerative farmers limit the use of
synthetic amendments (fertilisers) and chemicals
due to the negative impacts these have on soil
health and the overall environment.

Weed control is generally approached by
identifying the conditions conducive to that
plant's establishment and survival and managing
the land in a way that changes those conditions
towards those aligned with the types of plant
species you do want.

Similarly, rather than adding synthetic fertilisers
which can switch off natural soil health function,
adversely affect pollinators and contaminate
waterways, regenerative amendments such as
“worm juice, bio stimulants, seaweed emulsions
etc are employed to work with the soils natural
systems.

BENEFITS AND CHALLENGES OF
REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE

Key benefits of regenerative agriculture include



improved carbon sequestration, increased
diversity and hence resilience in ecosystems,
improved water and nutrient cycling and drought
resistance, higher nutritional value in food and
economic resilience of farms.

Despite its promise, regenerative agriculture
faces several challenges in that there is a
perception that it cannot be implemented at
scale. In addition, there can be an initial drop in
productivity when transitioning from conventional
to regenerative practices.

WHY BRITISH WHITE CATTLE ARE SUITED
TO REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE

British White cattle, as a heritage breed are well-
suited to regenerative farming because they have
retained evolved traits like fertility, foraging ability,
and disease resistance, making them naturally
adept at thriving on pasture-based systems
without high-input industrial agriculture.

Unlike modern breeds, which have been selected
over generations for confinement and specialised
feed, heritage cattle are adapted to live and thrive
on grass-fed systems.

They also

contribute to genetic diversity and can adapt
to diverse environments, supporting a more
robust and resilient agricultural ecosystem.

possess traits that could be crucial for
developing future climate-proof and resilient
food systems.

and often exhibit greater longevity and a
more moderate frame compared to modern
breeds bred for rapid growth, contributing to a
more sustainable herd lifecycle.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN CALF PULLER
By Dr lan Holmes BVSc. Ravenswood British White cattle Stud.

Any farmer who breeds cattle will have calving
problems at some point. The majority of these
calving problems are due to the calves being
correctly presented but too large for the pelvis of
the dam (foetopelvic disproportion), particularly
seen in first-calving heifers. As long as you get in
and assist them early the majority of these calves
can be delivered with the assistance of a good
pull.

Getting veterinary assistance on time is often not
possible or practical so being able to pull your
own calves may save both the dam and calf. But,

DIY Calf Puller by Dr lan Holmes BVSc

pulling calves is strenuous work so having your
own calf puller is a great asset.

While there are commercially available calf
pullers available, they are generally quite
expensive and comprise long handles and ratchet
cranking devices which can create safety issues
for the cow, calf and operator if the cow moves
unexpectedly.

Here is a step-by-step guide to making a simple
‘block and tackle" calf puller from equipment that
is readily available from any yacht chandler such
as Binksmarine.



about nine metres of rope. Synthetic red rope
is an advantage as it does not show blood, is
kind on your hands and dries out quickly

a cam cleat such as a Ronstan S40 AP Block,
Fiddle, Becket, Cam Cleat (RF41530). The cam
cleat at the side of the block enables the rope
to be locked in place once you have applied
tension. It is also very easy to release the rope Calving Chains
to loosen it or pull it tighter.

weld a lug onto a rail in the race at the back
of your crush to drop the snap hook over
when the puller is in use

Ronstan S40 AP Block, Fiddle, Becket, Cam Cleat (RF41530)

Lug at back of crush

spring snap hooks. Also available at a good - an adjustable bar behind the calving cow
hardware store. makes life easier for the cow and the farmer.
If the pins on each side of the crush are
angled and open at the top, then a bar can
be “cranked” up tight behind the cow in the
crush. Most good modern crushes come with
a device like this already installed.

This calf puller is light and easy to use and to
clean afterwards. Being light there is no risk of
damage by it. Although a block and tackle system
does require the cow to brought in to a crush, you
can make your own relatively cheaply and, used
correctly, they are safe for the cattle and operator.
Saving just one calf, or the cow, will pay for it.

Ronstan S50 AP Block, Double (RF51200) (or 40mm option)

calving chains to attach to the legs of the
calves. The snap hooks are easy to hook over
the rings at the ends of the chains. However,
ropes are probably better and kinder on the
calf and cow.



In the Herd

Welcome to “In the Herd" our quarterly spotlight on individual members and their

British White Cattle journeys.
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

Few people in Australia would be more familiar
with British White cattle than Simon and Lee
Gore, and after more than three decades of
farming them, and 25 years as Secretary of the
British White Cattle Society of Australia, Lee's
affection and respect for the breed continues to
shine through.

Lee and husband Simon operate Eltham Vale and
Yandilla Studs, on the Darling Downs, at Clifton,
between Toowoomba and Warwick in south-east
Queensland.

Their property, ‘Mt Pleasant), is a sloping 400
acres of sandy loam on the upside, down to black
soil on the floodplain. It's fertile country, good for
grain growing (especially barley and sorghum),
forage cropping for grazing and haymaking, “as
long as you've got some land to get them off

the black soil, because too much rain can see
that soil get very sticky and boggy". Actually, the
cattle make their way to the gate and ‘'moo’ to get
through to higher ground” Lee says.

On average, they run 100 head - 60 British White
and 40 Murray Grey bulls, cows and heifers and

their crosses- and “the usual menagerie” of
sheep, chooks and a few pigs. They have varying
grades of cattle and their Australian Purebred
bulls are highly sought after.

Eltham Vale Stud began in 1995 with some
crossbreeding and a few purchases when stock
could be found, and Yandilla Stud was started in
2008.

But Lee's familiarity with cattle goes back well
before that: “I've had cows in my life ever since |
could walk," she says. Her parents had two dairy
farms and a commercial beef enterprise and she
was rather obsessed with cows. When we'd go to
the local show, | would always head off to have a
look at the dairy cattle and beef cattle judging”

She still milks her own British White cows and
gets “up close and personal to them”. Lee fondly
says “perhaps one of their most appealing traits
is that their individual personalities really show
through”. “They're easy to get close to, and when
you look at them and talk to them, their lovely

eyes melt you."

Some of their British Whites never leave the



farm. A grand old dam in their herd, Eltham

Vale Chadea, a first cross, is coming up to 25
years old. Lee brings her into the shed at night

to get out of the weather. “I've told her she's not
going anywhere’, because there's a lot of her
progeny here in our stud that just come from that
particular cow. So many in fact that Lee is running
out of names beginning with “CH".

Lee left the land to become a teacher but when
their children arrived, the Gores decided that
they'd better go and get a plot of land, “so that

the kids had somewhere to run and have animals”,

and they got back into the cattle.

They started with Murray Greys in 1998. British
Whites caught their eye while they were out on a
property looking to add to the Murray Grey herd.
Intrigued, they investigated this 'new breed’ only
to find out that it was “a very old UK breed with an
interesting history, and that it needed conserving
in Australia”

They took on the British Whites in a gradual way,
partly because stock was limited and importing
problematic, and they wanted to test the
waters. Over time they began to appreciate how
much the breed's attributes would benefit their
breeding program.

“They are great mothers. The cows hold their
milk right up to weaning time and the breed can
handle drought times quite adequately, losing a

lot less condition than the Murray Greys" Lee says.

‘Calves also wean well in that they don't suffer
much of a setback after parting ways with their
mothers.’

Rather than growing their steers and heifers out
for sale or lot-feeding, they wean their calves
between 6-9 months depending upon the
season and sell them and other excess stock at
the Warwick saleyards. They also sell privately,
straight from the farm.

‘Even though we have studs we have always
operated on a commercial basis, with fertility the
number one priority, and we rarely have empty
cows," Lee says. The cattle market can be a
challenge, “with its yo-yo behaviour and forever
changing priorities on what type of stock are
sought by buyers each week".

Yandilla and Eltham Vale bulls have gone all over
the country. Several years ago, four-year-old Emu
Creek O'meara (bought from Heather Britten for
its Nehlerien stud lines) undertook a week-long
Jjourney across the Nullarbor Plain to WA. The
“very compact bull with very good muscling,
excellent dark skin and full black points with a
smart tidy head and shoulders” went to breeder
Arnold Janssen, who later sold him to Chantel

Prowse, a fourth-generation farmer who famously
supplied British White meat to high-end Perth
restaurant Rockpool Bar and Grill. Her British
Whites were “100 per cent grass-fed and finished,
and their meat is more flavoursome than you
usually get’, Chantel said.

Lee can confirm the flavour and quality of British
WWhite meat. “l just did a roast blade here a couple
of nights ago. | roasted it at 90 degrees for about
four hours. Lovely flavour and tenderness, it was
delicious’”

Naturally, Lee is proud of her long-term advocacy
of the breed, but she feels the loss of her friend
and mentor. “I'm pretty well versed on the history
of the British Whites coming into Australia.
Unfortunately, one of our best buddies, and a
founding member of the British White Cattle
Society, Ernie Clare (Nehlerien stud) passed away
last year, and he often gave me lots of information
about how the society started.”

Up until 2000, stock was hard to get hold of, Lee
says: “We'd grab whatever we could,” even buying
a few animals sight unseen.”

“We had to help build up the breed Society
from scratch. When | first joined it was all pre-
email, and all of our herd book certificates were
handwritten.”

‘But we have to keep the breed alive. Support
and efforts of our members, meticulous record
keeping and continuous advertising to encourage
farmers to give British Whites a go are key to
helping the Society achieve that" she says. And as
the herd and membership numbers continue to
nudge up, it seems to be working.



Events

18-19 OCTOBER 2025
SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
FARM TOUR AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITY
Don't forget to send any agenda items for the General Meeting in
by 30 September 2025 and hominations for one of the five council

vacancies must also be received by that date too. Send to info@
britishwhitecattleaustralia.com.au

Share the news!

We'd love to hear what you think should be shared in our monthly
newsletter!

Send ideas and links to stories to us at
news@britishwhitecattleaustralia.com.au



