The British White Cattle Society of Australia Ltd
Voluntary Breed Trait Recording System

Introduction

Measurement and recording of breed traits can offer many benefits to the breeder, the breed and the Society. Key
benefits may include:

e assisting effective decision making on breeding decisions (eg selection for genetic improvement)
e improving saleability of animals

e development of breeding policies

e herd management & productivity; and

e improving market perceptions of the breed.

While there are a number of highly sophisticated breed reporting systems (such as BREEDPLAN), the Society has
determined that commencing with a simple, voluntary recording system would best meet the current needs of
members and the breed.

Recommended Trait Recording
It is recommended that members consider recording the following metrics for the British White cattle in their
herds:

1. Reproductive Performance

) Birth Date - date born
) Gestation Length - days from conception to birth

QO

b
c) Birth Weight - actual weight in kg
d) Calving Ease - Scale record where 1 = Unassisted & 5 = Malpresentation
e) Daysto Calving - days from bull in herd to calf born
f)  Scrotal Size - circumference at 400days
g) Calving Ease Direct - Bull to calve 2 yr old heifers
h) Calving Ease Daughters - 2 year old daughters to calve
2. Growth
a) 200 day Growth - weight in KG
b) 400 day Growth - weight in KG

(g)

o

600 day Growth - weight in KG
Mature Cow Weight - in KG

3. Structure

Collection of the Beefclass structural assessment data as shown on the following images:
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Muscling is described by five scores - A,B,C,D and E. A refers to heavy muscling
and E refers to light muscling.

The table below illustrates the difference berween the five classes.
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A good way of assessing muscle is to stand behind the animal and assess the "

thickness through the lower hindquarter or stifle area. Heavily muscled cattle
are thickest through the stifle. A poor muscled animal will have a narrow stance
and you can see the gut profile either side. Heavily muscled cartle stand with
their hind legs further apart than lightly muscled cartle.

This difference is demonstrated in the diagrams below.
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