
Ghinni Ghinni British White Herd. Photo by Janet Brooks

Welcome to our quarterly newsletter keeping you up-to-date with the British White 
Cattle Society news, industry news, upcoming events, articles of relevance to beef 
cattle breeding, and our “In the Herd” segment introducing you to our members, and 
much more.

Society News Round-up
2025 BWCSA AGM AT TAREE ENJOYED 
BY ALL 
Members will have received our meeting update 
on 14 November. We’d like to thank Makayla, 
Megan and Scott Saunders for hosting a fabulous 
meeting and field day.

We had an action-packed day of shared learning 
on the Sunday with members taking part in a 
halter training, showing and judging workshop 
led by Makayla, and blood testing for pregnancy 
and karyotype testing. We also had an artificial 
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insemination program demonstration by Denis 
Brooks.

Looking forward to seeing you next year in a 
Southern location TBC.

You can see a gallery of photos taken at the field 

day on our facebook page.

The photo on the previous page depicts members 
inspecting Ghinni Ghinni Bull. Photo by Janet Brooks

2026 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Members should by now have received their 
2026 annual membership renewal invoices. If you 
haven’t received yours, please get in touch at 
treasurer@britishwhitecattleaustralia.com.au

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
This last quarter we welcomed two new Full 
Members:

Paul & Jenny Bayard – Salette British White 
Stud.

Paul & Jenny are retired beef and dairy farmers, 
who also ran sheep and goats.  They have 
downsized to smaller acreage but missed having 
cattle. So, after looking around for heritage, quiet, 
attractive cattle, settled on British Whites.    They 
were initially only interested in a commercial 
herd but reconsidered given the rarity of the 
breed believing it a shame for the stud animals 
to be “lost” to the breed and Society. They are 
also hoping to entice their grandchildren into the 
breed and see them as the beneficiaries of their 
small herd.

Hannah Molyneux – Billengin Stud

While technically not a new membership Hannah 
has taken over the Billengin stud of the late Lyn 
Keyworth who was tragically killed in a motor 
vehicle accident in 2023. Lyn’s family wish to 
retain and grow her British White herd as a legacy 
to her and have asked Hannah to take over the 
herd.  The cattle will remain at the Keyworth 
property under the same.  

Hannah brings loads of youthful enthusiasm and 
a passion for heritage breeds and the importance 
of genetic diversity and food sovereignty. 

ABRI BREED LOGIC GO LIVE
The new initial phase of the ABRI Registry Portal 
went live in October 2025. This first phase allows 
members and other interested parties to search 
the British White herd book maintained by ABRI.

The new system allows enhanced filtering of data, 
provides key details for each animal on one page 
including on mobile devices and offers greater 
security of data.

We look forward to the release of the second 
phase which will allow direct entry of registrations 
and transfers by members.

BRITISH WHITE CATTLE A FEATURE 
AT ROYAL SHOWS

Longstanding members Ian & Debbie Holmes 
recently found this blast from the past. 
Ravenswood Ingarihi Hyid Champion British 
White at the 1998 Royal Melbourne Show along 
with Ravenswood Roslind British White Champion 
female, How fabulous would it be to once again 
have British Whites consistently exhibited at the 
Royal Melbourne and other Royal shows. Member 
and council member Makayla Saunders says, 
watch this space!

EDITORIAL – WHY THIS 
NEWSLETTER?
This edition marks the 6th edition of this digital 
newsletter which was introduced in January 2025. 

A principal objective of the Society is to promote 
the British White breed. In recent years the 
Society has invested heavily in developing 
targeted strategies and related plans to deliver on 
this objective. 

Digital marketing is no longer optional, it’s a 



fundamental part of how organisations grow, 
communicate and compete in what is now a 
digital world. The digital universe is where people 
discover brands (in our case breeds), research 
and gather information and ultimately make 
purchasing decisions. If we are not visible where 
our target audience spends their time then we will 
not achieve our objective.

This newsletter is just one element of our digital 
marketing strategy but it is intrinsically linked to 
the others; social media, the website and targeted 
digital mail and advertising campaigns. 

At a recent community-based newspaper event 
to celebrate 100 editions, the publication’s editor 
noted that in today’s increasingly concentrated 
media landscape, small local newspapers and 
newsletters are declining but that theirs was 
actually growing and growing outside of the 
community it was formed to serve. Why was 

their publication bucking the trend and such a 
success? Because, “the community has our back”! 
The community sees value in the publication, its 
objectives, and supports it in many and diverse 
ways. 

We’d love to see our members get behind us 
in a similar way. Read and engage with your 
newsletter, share with relevant industry partners 
and send us leads on interesting relevant topics.

We hope you have enjoyed reading about British 
White cattle, industry relevant articles, the Society 
and those who are passionate about ensuring this 
important heritage breed thrives and prospers in 
Australia’s beef cattle industry.

Wishing all our members, supporters, subscribers 
and partners a very Happy Christmas and a 
productive and rewarding new year.

In the News 
Here’s a snap shot of industry headlines making news relevant to members and 
producers generally.

MLA UPDATES 2025 – TOWARDS 
2030: DRIVING PROSPERITY 
THROUGH PRODUCTIVITY, 
PROFITABILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY
The 20 November MLA Update 2025 conference 
in Adelaide covered a wide range of insights, 
innovation and discussion on the future of the red 
meat industry.

Key topics included drought resilience, 
virtual fencing, bovine product innovations 
which convert carcase waste into high value 
supplements for health and wellness markets. 
Peak body research initiatives and marketing 
insights into domestic and international consumer 
trends.

FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS 
PASSED 
Various primary production representative bodies 
have decried the passing of legislation heralding 
changes to the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act in a deal between 
the Government and the Greens.

The principal concerns relate to famer’s ability 
to manage the land including vegetation 
management, land productivity, weed 
management, limit farmer’s ability to participate in 
carbon projects and will ultimately drive-up food 
prices.

HOW GRAZING CATTLE BREATHED 
NEW LIFE INTO AN ARMY VETERAN’S 
LIFE
The Young Beef Producers Forum in Roma 
recently heard how a life changing stumble into 
regenerative agriculture and, in turn the Lachlan 
Hughes Foundation assisted an Australian army 
veteran to deal with the scars and trauma from 
the battlefield.

Tim Lee asked himself: “ we are the only species 
that sprays food with poison so that other animals 
won’t eat it, but then we it eat ourselves.” Then 
via a slightly circuitous route went about finding a 
solution that spoke to him.



Feature Article
A Sad Farewell to a Breed Stalwart - Vale Heather Britten

Members were greatly saddened to learn 
of the passing of Heather Britten on the 

24th October 2025. We have lost a great friend 
and a most generous, lovable, dedicated and 
knowledgeable member. 

Born in Maryborough, Queensland, Heather spent 
her whole life on Queensland rural properties 
– Dingo, Biggenden and Gympie before finally 
returning to the Maryborough district. Very early 
on she developed a great love and knowledge of 
cattle which she would later bring to bear on the 
British White breed. 

She joined the British White Cattle Society in 2007 
after buying a property near Biggenden where 
she established the Emu Creek stud, together 
with Jim her partner. Heather’s love for her cattle 
and the breed is legendary. From the beginning, 
Heather was a very active member and began to 
liven up meetings. 

She soon joined council and continued in that role 
until resigning for health reasons only days before 
her death. In meetings, Heather was known for 

being forthright. She could always be relied on to 
call a spade a shovel. But Heather was so much 
more. She was one of the most genuine, honest 
people you could ever hope to meet and had a 
wicked sense of humour. She cared about other 
people almost as much as she cared about her 
cattle. 

Heather could be relied on to make sure that new 
members felt welcome and would cheerfully 
provide the advice and support they needed to 
establish themselves as British White breeders. 

A diligent and thoughtful council member 
she always put in the work to understand and 
respond to all issues facing the breed, the 
Society and its members. Countless hours 
were dedicated to treasury work, organising 
promotional materials and newsletters not to 
mention constantly responding to calls for advice 
from members across the nation. Even when she 
knew her health would not allow her to continue 
breeding cattle, she took the time to make sure 
her beloved stock went to other breeders  
she trusted.

Heather Britten with long-time friend and fellow member Lindsay Murray



Quite simply the British White Society meetings 
will never be the same again without you Heather. 
We will miss you terribly but your legacy lives 
on in the cattle you bred, the friendships you 
established, and the memories you created. 

Heather is survived by her partner, Jim, and her 
four children. At Heather’s request, a private 
service was held by the family. The Society 
extends its sincere condolences to Jim, Kellie, 
Sarah, Penny and Robert.

In the Herd
Welcome to “In the Herd” our spotlight on individual members and their British White 
Cattle journeys. 

Sharing – and caring about – British Whites 

Lucy Lycholit and Sandy White have separate 
farming operations near each other on the 

fertile black clay loam plains near Donnybrook 
in Western Australia. A few years ago, somewhat 
to their husbands’ surprise, the two friends came 
up with the bold idea of investing in a few British 
White cattle, and “share-farming” them on their 
two properties.

Lucy and her husband Johl’s primary business 
is the equestrian sport horse stud Diverbrook 
Stud, and they also run 30 or so Murray Grey and 
Angus cattle, while Sandy and Dion White have 
the cattle operation R&R Pastoral about nine 

kilometres away, a total between them of around 
160 acres.

The two women’s business is named Waikato 
Park British Whites.

They are currently the only members of the 
British White Cattle Society of Australia in WA, 
and despite a few setbacks at the start, the two 
have no regrets about their decision.

“We’re pretty impressed with the British Whites,” 
Lucy says. “They’re good. They’re a quiet and 
friendly breed, easy to handle – an important 
factor as we are both ladies and Sandy’s husband 

Some of the Waikato Park British White herd. Photo supplied



works away a lot so she has to handle them by 
herself.”

They chose British Whites after doing “some 
research” and studying photos of them: “The 
breed ticked every box,” says Lucy, including 
looks. “How can such a great cow for eating and 
milking also be so cute!”

And they’re turning out to be exactly as good as 
promised, she says.

Lucy was born in Oxford in the UK and it appealed 
to her that British Whites were one of the 
older British breeds and quite rare in Australia. 
“It seemed nice to be able to help with their 
conservation,” she says.

But there was a hard-nosed business plan 
underlying the emotion: “As well as having great 
traits as beef cattle, we like the fact that their 
meat is supposed to be more marbled than many 
other breeds” – perfect in fact for the paddock-to-
plate business that the two women envisage. 

They haven’t got around to applying the taste test 
yet. “We haven’t sent one to the butcher yet but 
we’ve done the research on the live weight,” and 
they’re more than happy with that. 

“Along the way we have also noticed that they are 
very efficient compared to the Angus and Murray 
Greys. We’ve noticed how much more the Angus 
cows drink and eat as opposed to the British 
Whites.”

Their current herd is four cows and one bull. “We 
started off with two very well-bred cows. The 
older cow, Bree, was in calf when we brought her 
over from Victoria and Cody was a 10-month-old 
heifer. The resulting calf was a heifer we named 
Dana.

“We started off with Embryo Transfer using Bree 
and we managed to get two calves from that 
which were both heifers. Very lucky!”

Their luck didn’t hold: “Sadly, we lost Bree. She 
was a magnificent cow,” Lucy says.

They then turned to artificial insemination with 
mixed success.

After this, and because of the cost of importing 
embryos, the pair pivoted away from AI and 
bought a bull from New South Wales called 
Tookaze Vincent. “When his breeder, Kevin 
Radford, passed away and the family were selling 
the herd, we knew we had to have him, so we 
could continue the efforts made by Kevin on 
preserving the British Whites. It would’ve been 
horrible to see him go for meat. 

“The family were really lovely and 
accommodating, as it takes a little bit more 

paperwork and time to get them over to WA, 
but seeing Vinny with his little herd here after all 
the effort was really rewarding and it seems as 
though he’s up to the job, even though he is only 
18 months old.” 

“If it all works, there should be nine of them next 
year, and now we’ve got the four girls we can 
do the same again. Grass-fed and natural all the 
way!”

Their aim is to get a herd that’s big enough to 
start selling the steers off for paddock to plate. 
“I think a comfortable number would be 25-30 
head, which would replace our current herd of 
Angus and Murray Greys,” Lucy says.

Despite being the only members of the Society in 
WA, and a long way away from the Eastern states’ 
British White farmers, Sandy and Lucy have not 
felt isolated: “All of the members of the British 
White Society have been extremely helpful to us 
in setting up our herd, and I have no doubt that 
anyone else looking to help conserve the breed 
will also find help from them.

“They even assisted with finding the best livestock 
transport options for us to get them over here. It’s 
quite hard when you’re on the other side of the 
country and aren’t sure of all of the options. Falls 
Livestock were amazing both times.”

Lucy is also a qualified accountant, and has a 
standing invitation to return to work. But with 
her son, Opie, just turning one, and Vinnie, Cody, 
Dana, Elvie and Edna to look after, and the calves 
due in seven months, it sounds like she’s already 
got plenty to keep her busy.



Events
BWCSA GENERAL MEETING – 14 
MARCH 2026
The next General Meeting of the Society will take 
place on Saturday 14 March 2026 viz Zoom.  Mark 
your calendars now!

WILMOT FIELD DAY – 4-5 MARCH 
2026
The next Wilmot Field Day looks to continue 
the presentation of ideas on how nature positive 
farming is good for the community using 
case studies and presentations based on real 
world application, practical demonstrations, 
thought provoking discussion and world leading 
presenters.

Share the news!
We’d love to hear what you think should be shared in our monthly newsletter!

Send ideas and links to stories to us at  
news@britishwhitecattleaustralia.com.au


