
Society News Round-up
BRITISH WHITES IN THE RING AT 
CANBERRA ROYAL

Makayla Saunders with Supreme British White 
Exhibit Ravenswood Victoria . Photo supplied

In addition to continuing to show on her local 
show circuit, Ghinni Ghinni British White’s Makayla 
Saunders once again flew the flag for the breed at 
the Canberra Royal in February. Exhibiting 5 head 
this year and taking out a raft of ribbons in the 
British White classes. With a selection of younger 
animals this year most of whom were bred by her 
notable successes were:

•	 Grand Champion British White Female- 
Ravenswood Victoria

•	 Grand Champion British White Bull – Ghinni 
Ghinni Arlo V8

•	 Champion British White Sires Progeny 
Group: Ghinni Ghinnia Arlo V8, Ghinni Ghinni 
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Snowflake W1 & Ghinni Ghinni Eleanor W4, 
sired by Vale Hill Farm Biscotti.

•	 Supreme British White Exhibit: Ravenswood 
Victoria.

It was great to see Hannah Molyneux from 
Billengin stud near Canberra helping Makayla 
with her line up in the show ring. 

While ultimately unsuccessful in the Interbreed 
class Makayla is a winner in our eyes for raising 
the profile of the British White breed and her 
year-on-year improvement in the show ring. 
Congratulations and a huge thank you Makayla. 

Makayla is also hoping to show at the Brisbane 
Royal, aka the Ekka this year.

BWCSA MARCH 2026 GENERAL 
MEETING 
Highlights from the March 2026 General Meeting 
held via video conference were:

RELEASE OF A NEW BREED STANDARD

Following more than 12 months of research and 
consultation Council recently approved a revised 
Breed Standard for British White Cattle. The 
breed standard replaces the previous Standard of 
Excellence contained in Regulation 19.

A Breed Standard is prepared by a Breed 
Association and outlines the ideal characteristics 
of that specific breed of cattle. It provides 
guidance to breeders as to what they should 
strive for when selecting and breeding animals 
to maintain or improve the breed’s traits. A 
well-articulated Breed Standard is essential to 
maintain the integrity of the herd. 

As well as describing the characteristics of the 
ideal animal, the Breed Standard may describe 
faults or deficiencies that are so detrimental 
to the breed as to disqualify the animal from 
registration or reproduction.

To support members in interpreting terms used 
in the Breed Standard additional resources have 
been developed to demonstrate conformation 
and markings in British White cattle. 

The Breed Standard can be found in Regulation 
19 available on the Society website along with the 
supporting resources.

RELEASE OF A NEW BULL ASSESSMENT 
GUIDELINE

Provision of tools to assist members, particularly 
those new to stud cattle breeding, was identified 
as an initiative under the Society’s marketing plan. 

So, Council has developed a Bull Assessment 
Guideline that aligns with the breed standard for 

use by members in selecting bulls for registration, 
retention or purchase.

The bull assessment guide has been designed as 
a simple checklist and can be accessed on the 
website in the Resources section.

STATUS OF THE SOCIETY SPONSORED ON 
LINE BULL SALE

Council has for some time been evaluating the 
efficacy of sponsoring an on-line bull sale for 
interested members. Key considerations were 
the selection and evaluation process, selection 
of a preferred platform, cost sharing between 
members and the Society and the requirement 
for, and form of, substantial marketing efforts 
ahead of the sale.

At this stage the bull sale remains under 
consideration pending futher evaluation but if it 
proceeds it is expected to take place in Q3 2026.

 REGISTRATION AND TRANSFER STATISTICS 

Calendar 2025 saw a 14% increase in registrations 
on 2024 numbers with a 30% increase in bull 
registrations. Total female registrations were 104 
and there were 31 bulls registered. There was a 
62% increase in transfers on 2024 however 73% of 
those were between existing members. 

BREED LOGIC UPDATES

Following the launch of ABRI’s Breed Logic 
herd book registry system in October 2024 the 
Manager of Member Services has now been given 
Registry access. This is the first step towards 
members ultimately being able to process 
registrations and transfers directly themselves. 

Members should contact Manager of Member 
Services Lucy Olson if experiencing any issues 
accessing the herd book via the website.

The full minutes of the meeting can be accessed 
in the members area of the website.

The 2026 Annual General Meeting will be hosted 
by Rod Cameron and take place on Saturday 17 
October at Darnum, Victoria. We’ll have further 
details in the June 2026 Newsletter!`



In the News 
Here’s a snap shot of industry headlines making news relevant to members and 
producers generally.

NEOGEN ANNOUNCES SALE OF 
GENOMICS BUSINESS TO ZOETIS
On 4 March 2026, Neogen announced the 
planned divestiture of its genomics business, 
which includes products under the GeneSeek® 
Genomic Profiler™ and Igenity® brands, to Zoetis, 
the world’s leading animal health company. 
Neogen advised the strategic decision represents 
a positive opportunity for Neogen’s Genomics 
business and for its customers.

Zoetis, headquartered in New Jersey, pioneers 
ways to predict, prevent, detect, and treat 
animal illness, supporting veterinarians, livestock 
producers, and pet owners in over 100 countries. 
Zoetis brings deep scientific capabilities, 
operational scale and a long-term commitment to 
genetics and data.

Neogen and Zoetis advised they’re committed 
to conducting a smooth transition ensuring 
that there is as little impact on our customers 
as possible. More information regarding the 
transition will be provided as the closing date 
nears. In the immediate term, there will be no 
change to how genomics orders are processed.

Separately, in December 2025 Angus Australia 
launched Angus GenetiQ, its next-generation 
genetic evaluation platform developed over five 
years and piloted with members since September 
2025. The decision to develop and launch an in 
house was driven by a desire for their members 
to have “an independent, breed-specific genetic 
evaluation platform that enables us to adapt to 
change and innovate as required.” More can b 
found at www.angusaystralia.com.au.

USING AI TO INCREASE CARCASS 
YIELD
A recent CA article highlighted the use of Artificial 
Intelligence in the Australian meat processing 
industry.

The Australian Meat Processor Corporation 
(AMPC) has supported the successful 
development of AI-driven fully automated 
robotic beef scribing systems at two Australian 
processing facilities, marking a significant step in 
the adoption of advanced automation in the red 
meat processing industry.

The technology, developed by Intelligent 
Robotics in partnership with processors Kilcoy 

Global Foods (KGF) and Australian Meat Group 
(AMG), has now been trialled under commercial 
conditions at both KGF’s Kilcoy facility and AMG’s 
Cootamundra plant in New South Wales.

Beef scribing is the first step in carcase 
breakdown and is traditionally one of the most 
highly skilled, physically demanding and safety-
critical tasks on the processing floor. The AI-
enabled system uses machine vision and robotics 
to identify cutting points and perform scribing 
with a high degree of consistency, removing the 
need for manual saws.

The trials have delivered both improved scribing 
accuracy and carcase yield, resulting in great 
feedback from customers.

LOW EMISSIONS AGRICULTURE
The On-Farm Carbon Advice webinar series 
by the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (DPIRD) explores practical 
opportunities for lowemissions agriculture.

The webinars cover current policy work and 
research undertaken by DPIRD on low emissions 
agricultural opportunities. The recorded sessions 
cover:

•	  drivers of lowemissions agriculture

•	  soil carbon opportunities

•	  lowmethane pastures

•	  lowmethane sheep and beef production

•	  nitrogen efficiency

•	  renewable alternatives to fossil fuels

•	  the role of biochar in farm systems.



Feature Article
The Challenge of Keeping Rare Breeds Relevant

You can’t manage what you don’t measure! 
Well, the beef cattle industry has certainly 

taken this management mantra to heart with the 
proliferation and emphasis on estimated breeding 
values (EBVs) as key determinants in selecting 
breeds and breeding animals. 

The beef cattle industry runs on data and metrics, 
from EBV’s to MSA pricing grids. The driver is 
the need for the industry to economically feed 
an ever-growing global population. The need for 
scale along with concentration of participants 
in the industry have been the key drivers of the 
consolidation in the industry around a few key 
breeds. This single factor is the biggest challenge 
for proponents of rare breed beef cattle. It is also 
potentially a risk for our food system.

In her book Saving Heritage Breeds, Catie 
Gressier observes that the livestock industry’s 
favouring of a diminishing number of high yielding 
commercial breeds has resulted in the extinction 
of at least 184 cattle breeds globally. In Australia, 
12 cattle breeds are now extinct, with another 43 
(British Whites included) listed as under varying 
levels of threat by the Rare Breeds Trust of 
Australia. Over 50% of the national beef herd is 
now Angus.

Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) are calculated, 
statistical estimates, of an animal’s genetic merit 
for specific economically important traits, such 
as growth rate, fertility, or carcass quality. EBVs 
allow producers to compare an animal’s genetic 
potential against a base population, helping to 
select animals for breeding that will improve 
future herd performance. 

Heavy reliance on genetic evaluations can 
improve selection efficiency in beef cattle, but 
it also carries several risks if used without other 
management and phenotypic considerations. Key 
risks include: 

•	 Reduced genetic diversity through intense 
use of a small number of elite sires (and 
increasingly dams via ET). This can lead to 
lower long-term adaptability and increased 
susceptibility to disease or changing 
environmental stresses. When animals share 
very similar genetics, they often share similar 
weaknesses in their immune response. 
Greater breed diversity acts as a biological 
buffer, reducing the likelihood that a single 
health issue will affect the entire industry.

Ironically, this concentration in genetic 

material can lead to inbreeding depression 
where performance traits such as fertility, 
durability and growth decline due to increased 
homozygosity.

•	 Ignoring Non-Genetic Factors – management 
factors still play a major role including 
nutrition, health management, handling and 
climate/environment. Adaptation to the local 
environment should not be underestimated.

•	 Overlooking other “non measured” traits – 
focussing on growth rate, carcass traits and 
fertility to the exclusion of temperament, 
longevity, mothering ability, udder structure, 
adaptability and structural soundness.

•	 Antagonistic Trait Relationships – strong 
selection for one trait may harm another 
desirable trait. For example, selecting for 
very high growth EBVs may increase cow size 
which in turn require more feed. Selecting for 
larger calves with fast weight gain can lead to 
fertility and longevity issues in the dams with 
reports cows can become spent after around 
7 years.

•	 EBV accuracy limitations – EBVs are 
statistical predictions not exact values. Their 
reliability depends on data quantity, quality, 
integrity and trait heritability.

Genomic Estimated Breeding Values (gEBVs) 
have been developed to modify the risks with 
relying heavily on genetic evaluations.

gEBVs combine traditional Estimated Breeding 
Value calculations with genomic information 
obtained from DNA markers across the genome. 
These markers help identify genes associated 
with important traits such as growth, fertility, feed 
efficiency, and carcass quality.

This approach uses principles from Genomics 
and Quantitative genetics to improve predictions 
of an animal’s genetic merit earlier in life. gEBVs 
moderate the risks by:

•	 Increasing accuracy for young animals 
that have no progeny records yet. By using 
thousands of DNA markers prediction 
reliability can be improved and can speed 
up genetic progress. However, accuracy is 
still imperfect for traits with low heritability or 
limited genomic data. eEBVs do not however 
reduce the risk of intense selection (ie 
increased use of a small number of top sires) 
and hence increased inbreeding depression if 



many herds use the same high ranking bulls.

•	 Offering better prediction of difficult to 
measure traits – gEBVs are particularly 
useful for traits that are: expensive to 
measure, measured later in life or difficult to 
observe directly. Genomic data can improve 
predictions for feed efficiency, meat quality 
and fertility traits. However, traits that are 
heavily influenced by environment (eg heat 
tolerance or pasture adaptability) still require 
actual performance data.

Downsides include:

•	 Continued dependence on reference 
populations- genomic predictions rely on 
large reference populations with both DNA 
data and performance records. So, if the 
reference population is small, represents 
different environments, or is from different 
breeds then gEBV accuracy may drop when 
applied to other herds. This means results 
may not always transfer well between 
production systems or climates.

•	 Risk of overconfidence in technology - 
because genomic tools appear highly 
advanced, producers may rely on them 
without considering practical traits, such as: 
structural soundness, temperament, maternal 
ability and adaptability to local conditions. 
Even animals with excellent gEBVs may 
perform poorly if they are not physically suited 
to the production environment.

Overall, gEBVs generally improve reliability, 
especially for young animals and complex 
traits. They: increase selection accuracy, reduce 
generation intervals and accelerate genetic 
improvement. But they do not replace good 
breeding management. The most effective 
approach is still to combine economic evaluations 
(gEBVs), traditional performance data and visual 
appraisal herd management tools.

For heritage breeds with a low overall national 
herd size and often novice breeders it is hard to 
play the numbers game inherent in a EBV driven 
world. For example, measuring sire performance 
is an interaction between the sire’s and dam’s 
genes who each contribute 50% plus, the 
multitude of environmental factors. Because the 
sire’s genes will not be expressed evenly in every 
progeny you need to take the average of many 
progeny. But those progeny are born to a large 
variety of dams with a range of genes contributing 
half the genetic makeup of each progeny. 
Consequently, large performance recording herds 
are needed to get reliable figures of performance 
for individual animals and produce reference 

sires (sires used widely in the industry where its 
performance is being measured). 

The breed cannot penetrate the commercial 
market without performance data but 
performance data can’t be obtained without 
penetrating the commercial market (to provide 
the data depth).

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE 
HERITAGE BREEDS?
Preserving heritage breeds is important for 
several ecological, economic, cultural, and 
scientific reasons which are ultimately a function 
of protecting genetic diversity.

One of the most significant reasons to preserve 
heritage cattle breeds is to maintain genetic 
diversity. Different cattle breeds evolved or 
were developed to perform well under different 
conditions. Each breed carries unique genes 
that influence traits such as disease resistance, 
fertility, longevity, adaptability and the ability 
to survive in certain, and sometimes harsh, 
environments. When agriculture relies on only a 
few high-yield breeds (genetic concentration), the 
genetic pool becomes narrow and may reduce 
the industry’s ability to adapt to climate change, 
new parasite pressures, disease outbreaks and 
variable grazing conditions.

As a few breed’s genetics dominate breeding 
programs, valuable traits from other breeds may 
be underutilised or lost from commercial herds. 
These traits might include: improved maternal 
ability, greater feed efficiency, better drought 
tolerance, faster growth in certain systems, 
and higher fertility under stress. Crossbreeding 
systems traditionally allowed producers to 
combine these strengths. Genetic concentration 
reduces the benefits of heterosis (hybrid vigour) 
that crossbreeding provides.

Sustainable genetic improvement requires 
a broad genetic base. When the beef cattle 
population narrows genetically, breeders 
have fewer options for future selection and 
improvement. Maintaining a diverse cattle 
population helps ensure the industry can 
sustainably continue improving key commercial 
traits.

Rare breeds often possess traits that may 
become valuable in the future. For example, 
some are better adapted to extreme 
temperatures, poor-quality grazing land, or 
resistance to certain parasites and diseases. By 
conserving these genetic resources, farmers and 
scientists retain options for breeding cattle that 
can adapt to changing conditions.



Maintaining diversity through multiple breeds and 
structured crossbreeding programs helps protect 
the long-term health, adaptability, and profitability 
of the global beef cattle sector. 

SO, WHAT CAN WE DO TO ENSURE 
HERITAGE BREEDS SURVIVE AND 
THRIVE? 
Promoting heritage breed cattle requires 
strategies that make the breeds economically 
valuable, culturally visible, and genetically secure. 
If farmers cannot make a living from keeping 
them, the breeds will continue to decline. The 
most effective approach is a combination of 
effective marketing tailored to identified niche/ 
smaller markets and tapping into sustainability/
conservation programs.

1. CREATE STRONG PREMIUM MARKETS 
FOR HERITAGE BREED PRODUCTS

The most effective way to ensure survival of 
heritage breeds is to give them clear economic 
value. 

Heritage cattle breeds can create economic 
opportunities for farmers. Many consumers are 
interested in specialty foods, heritage products, 
and sustainably raised meat and dairy and 
traceability, low food miles, and high welfare 
production methods. Products from heritage 
breeds are often marketed as premium or 
artisanal goods, which can provide higher returns 
for small-scale farmers.

These niche markets help make conservation 
economically viable while educating consumers 
about agricultural biodiversity.

Producers can promote products such as 
grass-fed heritage beef, paddock to plate meat 
products and sustainably and ethically produced.

In the United Kingdom many conservation efforts 
are supported by organisations such as the 
Rare Breeds Survival Trust and The Livestock 
Conservancy, which promote heritage breed 
products and help farmers access premium 
markets. Creating and supporting effective 
advocacy forums in Australia should be a priority 
for heritage breed associations.

2. USE BREED BRANDING AND 
STORYTELLING - PRESERVING CULTURAL 
HERITAGE

Heritage cattle breeds are also part of agricultural 
and cultural history. Many were developed over 
centuries by local communities and are closely 
tied to regional traditions, landscapes, and food 
cultures. When a breed disappears, a piece 

of cultural heritage disappears with it. Turning 
these stories into strong branding helps attract 
consumers who value heritage agriculture.

Successful promotion may include:

•	 Heritage breed certification labels

•	 Story-driven packaging

•	 Websites and social media marketing

•	 Partnerships with restaurants and chefs

Consumers are more likely to support products 
when they understand that their purchase helps 
save a breed from extinction.

3. ENCOURAGE USE IN SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE

Many heritage cattle breeds are well suited to 
low-input, sustainable farming systems. Unlike 
highly specialised commercial breeds that are 
bred and selected based on intensive feeding 
and management models, heritage breeds are 
often hardy and capable of thriving on natural 
pastures with fewer resources. They can graze 
on rough terrain, help maintain grassland 
ecosystems, and contribute to environmentally 
friendly farming practices such as regenerative 
agriculture.

Using these breeds in sustainable agriculture 
can reduce reliance on mass produced feed, 
chemical inputs, and intensive management 
systems. As interest grows in regenerative and 
pasture-based farming, rare breeds may become 
increasingly valuable.

This ecological role can make them attractive 
to farmers focused on sustainable land 
management.

4. IMPROVING FOOD SYSTEM RESILIENCE

Modern food systems face numerous 
challenges, including climate change, emerging 
diseases, and shifting consumer demands. 
A livestock population with diverse genetic 
backgrounds is better able to adapt to these 
uncertainties. Heritage breeds act as a “genetic 
insurance policy,” ensuring that agriculture has 
the resources needed to respond to future 
challenges.

If a disease or environmental change severely 
affects common commercial breeds, rare breeds 
may provide alternative genetic traits that help 
rebuild or improve livestock populations.

5. GOVERNMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL 
SUPPORT

Public policy can also play an important role. 
Governments and agricultural organisations may 



support rare breeds through; conservation grants 
or subsidies, research programs and agricultural 
biodiversity & sustainability initiatives.

These programs help reduce the financial risk for 
farmers who choose to maintain rare breeds.

6. Education and Public Awareness

Public awareness is essential. Agricultural shows, 
farm open days, and educational programs can 
help introduce people to rare breeds and their 
importance.

Promotional activities include; Heritage livestock 
exhibitions, school education programs, 
agricultural tourism and media and documentary 
coverage.

The more people understand the role of rare 
breeds in biodiversity and farming heritage, the 
more likely they are to support conservation 
efforts.

The long-term survival of heritage breed cattle 
depends on making them valuable to farmers, 
visible to consumers, and protected through 
responsible breeding programs. Combining 
premium marketing, conservation initiatives, 
sustainable agriculture, and public education 
creates the strongest strategy for preserving 
these important genetic and cultural resources 
for future generations. 

The preservation of heritage cattle breeds is 
about more than saving unusual animals—it 
is about protecting biodiversity, supporting 
sustainable agriculture, maintaining cultural 
traditions, and ensuring the long-term resilience 
of the global food system. As agriculture 
continues to evolve, conserving these breeds 
provides valuable genetic resources and 
opportunities for future generations. Protecting 
rare cattle today helps secure a more adaptable 
and sustainable agricultural landscape for 
tomorrow.



In the Herd
Welcome to “In the Herd” our spotlight on individual members and their British White 
Cattle journeys. 

Preserving Heritage Cattle Genetics & Crossbreeding Seed Stock a 
Winning Formula for Ruelan Park 

To say that Ruelan Park British White Cattle is a 
professional farming operation would be a gross 
understatement. In fact, the whole undertaking 
is living proof that the British White breed can 
form the basis of an efficient, productive business 
venture.

It helps that the people running the show are 
a registered specialist cattle veterinarian with 
experience in cattle health, reproduction and 
herd productivity, and his fiancée, who is part of a 
family that manages a 300-cow Holstein milking 
herd.

Dr Ashley Phipps is a partner at Rochester 
Veterinary Practice in northern Victoria, and 
Brooke Somerville shares her time between 
Ruelan Park and her family’s dairy business, 
Clydebank Holsteins; Brooke also works as a 
freelance agricultural photographer and advocate 
for the rural sector.

Ruelan Park is located in Nanneella, Victoria, on a 
30-acre property, and runs 25 Australian Purebred 
British White cattle comprising one bull, 21 cows, 
one heifer and two calves, based primarily on 
Ravenswood stud genetics. A number of British 
White F1–F3 cattle are also kept, as part of 
Ruelan’s crossbreeding and market program.

To date, all purebred male calves have been sold 
as breeding bulls. “We aim to register all bulls 
provided they meet the breed standard and have 
good temperament,” says Ash. “The majority 
have been purchased by dairy farmers seeking 
a reliable, easy-calving beef bull option, while a 
couple have been secured by fellow members of 
the Society”.

“We have also collected semen from our stud bull 
for use within our own herd, as well as supplying 
semen locally to dairy farmers. This has provided 
producers with an additional option for producing 

Ruelan Park Teddi & Ruelan Park Tori. Photo Supplied



F1 beef calves and diversifying their breeding 
programs.”

Ash bought the property in July 2015, a few years 
after graduating. To begin with he bucket-reared 
a small number of cattle from a dairy base (F1 
cross). 

“We have kept one that we bucket-reared, Panda, 
a Holstein X Hereford cow. Very much a pet cow 
that gets joined to a British White each year.”

The establishment of Ruelan Park began two 
years later with the purchase of a foundation herd, 
cattle sourced from Ravenswood British White 
stud near Benalla: a bull (Dain), a cow (Harriet) and 
three heifers (Teddi, Blue and Skyla), marking the 
beginning of their involvement with the breed.

“We still have two of the original heifers, Teddi and 
Skyla,” Ash says. Both have been productive cows, 
with Teddi mothering eight calves, two bulls and 
six heifers, and Skyla producing five bulls and six 
heifers, including three sets of twins.

Ash and Brooke had some very good reasons 
for choosing British Whites: “Their heritage as a 
multipurpose breed, combined with the relatively 
small population in Australia, presented an 
opportunity to contribute to the preservation 
and growth of a distinctive genetic resource,” 
Ash says. The breed’s aesthetic appeal, docile 
temperament and suitability for crossbreeding 
programs were also strong drawcards.

And the couple’s focus will be on British Whites 
going forward: “Our long-term objective is to 
transition toward a herd consisting entirely of 
British White cattle,” Ash says.

In the meantime, they join most of their cows to 
an Angus bull to target the local vealer market 
and maintain commercial viability – an approach 
that enables them to balance stud development 
with cashflow while progressively expanding their 
purebred base.

While British Whites may be slightly slower 
maturing compared with some mainstream beef 
breeds, their temperament, calving ease and 
adaptability are notable strengths, Ash says.

“Feedback from dairy producers using our bulls 
and semen has been very positive, particularly 
in relation to calving ease and the performance 
of F1 progeny. The breed offers an appealing 
alternative in crossbreeding systems focused on 
hybrid vigour and market flexibility.”

Ruelan’s approach to finishing and management 
is clearly delineated: “All females bred on the 
property are retained, with a target calving 
age of around 2.5 years. Purebred bulls are 
generally marketed between 10 and 12 months 

of age. Angus-cross British White progeny are 
typically sold into the vealer market at around 12 
months. All calves are yard-weaned, with fence-
line contact maintained through yard rails to 
minimise stress and reduce post-weaning growth 
setbacks,” Ash says.

Currently, the commercial focus is on several 
core markets – the leasing of bulls to commercial 
herds, semen sales to support artificial 
insemination programs, and the vealer market, 
particularly for Angus X British White progeny.

In one area, they would like to see some 
improvement: “The sale of purebred bulls, 
primarily to dairy producers, faces subdued 
demand within our region,” Ash says, “achieving 
between one-half and one-third of the values for 
stud bulls typically advertised on the Society’s 
market platform – we would love to see this 
change.”

The couple are committed to actively promoting 
British White cattle through direct engagement 
with local producers and broader industry 
networks, concentrating on the breed’s 
commercial strengths and long-term value.

At Ruelan Park, the future looks bright: Ash 
and Brooke are looking to relocate to a larger 
property, with plans to significantly expand their 
breeding herd and further invest in genetic 
development, with a continued focus on 
temperament, fertility and commercial relevance.

The British White Cattle Society has been 
highly supportive, Ash says, particularly during 
the establishment phase of their stud, where 
assistance with documentation and breed 
registration processes was invaluable.

An initiative Ash believes could help the 
breed’s visibility at a farm level would be farm 
gate signage. “Available through the Society, 
identifying properties as proud members of the 
British White Cattle Society of Australia, it could 
help raise awareness and spark conversation 
about the breed within regional communities.”



Events
BWCSA ANNUAL GENERAL  
MEETING – 17 OCTOBER 2026
The next Annual General Meeting of the Society 
will take place on Saturday 17 October 2026 at 
Darnum Victoria, hosted by Rod Cameron. Mark 
your calendars now!

BEEF 2027 – NATIONAL BEEF 
CARCASE COMPETITION
Considered nominating for the AMPC National 
Beef Carcase Competition at Beef 2027? There 
are classes for both pasture fed and grain fed 
steers or heifers in three weight ranges. The 
competition provides valuable feedback on 
compliance with market specifications. Entrants 
can deliver their entries over a 12 month 
period from 1 Jan 2026 to 31 January 2026 to 
participating processors. Further details can be 
found here.

BEEF 2027 – STUD CATTLE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Nominations for the Beef 2027 Stud Cattle 
Competition open shortly. More than 1,500 entries 
from over 28 breeds are expected. Further details 
can be found here.

Beef 2027 is also seeking nominations from 
breed society’s for suitable judges and associate 
judges. Nominations will be called in mid 2026 
for submission by October 2026. Final judge 
selections will be made by the Beef 2027 Stud 
Cattle Committee. Get in touch with John Miller, 
President at president@britishwhitecattleaustralia.
com.au if you are a member and think this is an 
opportunity you would like to discuss.

Share the news!
We’d love to hear what you think should be shared in our monthly newsletter!

Send ideas and links to stories to us at  
news@britishwhitecattleaustralia.com.au


